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On the cover: 'Hard (o believe it was ever that warm': Miracle [& othars)
Queenboreugh-Cruise action, as captured by David Hudson

Editorial Tony Hunt

Mosty 3 s2ason roundug, his [ssue s2es the first of a number of an-
cles by Stewarl Robertson, seen here racing his L4k at the 2003 Nats,

Can you let me have your photos and articles by 15th March, please?
Copy to: 2, Brissenden Close, Upnor, Rechestar, MEZ 4XW
Telephone: 01634 V27217 E-mail tonvhunt@waitrose.com

WILSONIAN SAILING CLUB, Hoo, Kent 071634 250318

www.wilsonfansc.org.uk
COMMODORE Foy Winnat 534 B61684
raywinna i and ien nat
SECRETARY Jio Wicken 1474 923844
Jofndeken net
SAILING SECRETARY lan Pamis 01474 740004
ian . parisiEblueyonder, oo,k
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Weidnesday Series Results

While the points siualion in this series was not mtended to be signifi-
cant, the powers that be have decided fo award a frophy and o many
peaple iumed oul so ofien, that hene are the placings of those that can
be fitted on the pape! 61 boals raced, Nne races max. wera counted.

Pox  Clomw Hulm Craw Pz Races
= ¥OG Toarg Himil dilzrrs Do rlfHumivahy P aucbimem 11 ilH
Znd  Blaze Lam Fiooessad ] £
3 Phaniom Wark Bew a4 3
dih  Vored & Ty Criulsan a0 ]
Sth  Phanigm Betan Feews 4B )
#ih  RZEon Fmi Axhingitan Pams i Pacwilrshame SrmdivKabin g4 gl e}
Pars
Tih  REVeme P Haws Rypain Haaris. E8
Eih Lmsar Amifal  SeSaphenks ¥Vickan s
Sh  Losar 2000 Jeyres Lamie] Paul Thope LT L]
15tk Loserh [Crawidd Fengch Almon PTG L1 -]
1ith  Phgniam Geull Lasmibeni 3 10
13t 3030 Toem Lamiberd Naaola Smilh 108 11
13h  Lasar Aadial  Goedor Balcher il [
Tith  Miack Do Hudson e e 135
158h  Miath Mifia Mina. WakaPaChark Janmry ClarkaSwphans Wickon' 17 v
Cihiid Wia b
16tk FS 200 Limraahisdsurk Hasbbwn Faaial Hevallis = 5
17h 'orhes & Sratar SmdiNal Ashby 243 L]
TRl LossrMacksl  Andess Sevith Stephane Yicken -] 2
THE P M=o Lisay 0 5
20k  R5BDD Sirnon Consayian Pams Eaim Procioy 312 ]
215t M=k Slaphanie WiotamFetr Geofl Lamberijosh MeyesS I &
ey GEodda
I Burr lan ¥ pwwal] Hannah Packman b &
2l Laser M0G0 Roy VWWinned GecH Lambent &1 2
2 REEM Demp Homas 355 4
Lt T Siesw Tinnsn e Sksa Doiin 358 3
Wayharsr Bilan Ward e Wi lscaHany Dok T A
RS5300 Real Whynn ars
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L o darein 114
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The Season's Statistics by Class

Class Starts Mo, Boats
P J22 L]
5 L ] 165 -]
L apsa” 400000 125 4
Wanfarer 1534 &
Barr 130 L]
Phaniom {1 ] 4
LTS - 10 d
L Worizs & L1 T
Lazar Rasdnl {21 [
RE B3O B ]
Lasar n 1
Lasar 3000 i 2
S5 400 L] 3
Toopar 58 a
Diegrmy &0 i
Laseri 28 2
Crrvinmdes b 3
Laiar $000 24 1
Blaze 22 2
Loy Woairtooe 20 1
R 200 19 7
Enieprisa 18 F
RE 70D 17 1
K5 300 i 2
R3 &g 2 2
Winrncksrer 3 1
Tt a 1
RS Yama Sgxm 3 1
(i b 2 i |
Cismial Wiermn 1

WWith the demise of the Waylarer Fleat, there's a fleet start in senes rac-
Ir goiryg Begging o the first flest to reach sufficient numbears, As YU
can see from the table above, all contenders (small ‘') have a long way
1o go befare they approach Miracle tunout and boat numbars,

Wiksonim Saikmy Clab Misazine

From the Commodore  roywinsen

We are fast approaching the and of a very succassiul ssason and =
"BIG THANK YOU' to all those who have made this possibla, On the
sailing front we hawve had average turnouls of around the mad thirties

each Sunday, an excellent entry of B1 bosts for the Madway Dingtry Re-

gatta, 31 for our Grand Prix and ence sgain jurior week was an out-
standing success. On the downside, a poor turnout for the Interciub
Challenge resulted in Medway YC regaining the Challenge Piate. If you
wish to receive the Sunday's race results by amail send your email ad-
oress o me at: roywinnetifcaredfres. net

A warm walcome is exiendad to the new mambers that have besn
steadily joining the club during the year. If you are laaking for a helm or
Crew on Sundays, put your name an the entry door to the clubhouse or
hire cone of the club's boats &t £5 for single handed or £10 double
handed. Topper, LaserLaser Radial, Lark and Wayfarer are available,

We are always in nesd of members with special skills and expertise,
salling and powerboat qualifications, etc. Please let us know an the
meambership renewal form,

Itwas disturbing to have ‘Kingfisher' stolen bul i has allowed us o re-
place with the suparior ‘Kiltiwake', and the new trailers, as well as mak-
ing the RIBs more secure, have mads launching and recovery a dod-
die. The cisplacemeant bosts, despite having much work done on therm,
were unrefisble. Strood Yacht Club took Leander off our hands and
gave a donation to club funds, and while we were still deciding what to
do with Wilsonian, David Ferech came to our rescue by offerngus a
baat frem Thames Watar that was surpius to their refuirarmants,

The new flocr-covering in the kitchen and dining areas has brightened
the room, made cleaning an

easier 1ask and vamishing has been taken off the list of wirtar work
party jobs. Unfortunately there are many other essential maintenance
jobs to be complated and winter wark party dates have been sat:
Saturday 7" Jan uary {Members A - C}, Sunday 8" January (Members
O - @), Saturday 14 January (Members H= L), Sunday 22 January
(Membars M - P}, Sunday 5" February (Members R - S), Saturday 141"
February iMembers T - Z),

Fiease note that a condition of mambership is altendance at a winter
wark party and non-attendance is not an option,

3
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If you are unable W0 altend your nominated work party daie it is crucial
thiat you ket me know, so that work schedules and calering armrenge-
ments can be organised.

Telephone mae on 01634 861664 or emad at roywinnet@caredines. net

Club Duties have been causing problems this year. For safety reasons
we insist on & qualified driver in each RIB, so if a qualified driver wishes
to exchange a duly, pleasa ensure that the replacement is qualified and
il In doubt contact John Gore. For open meetings and the Medway Re-
gatta selected experienced members ane chosen for key dutiss, so if
youl wish o change a duly for these events confirm with DO that this
is DK, Remember that the C0O must be told of all duty changes.

While on the subject of club duties, a few members during the season
faied o tum-up. Fortunately other members stepped in, somatimes giv-
ing up their sailing in the process, Please renew eary and pul on he
Renewal Form dates when you are not avalable to aveid being given
unsuitable dates. Early renewal i also necessary if you wish to keep a
boat in the Dinghy Park: there could be & shortage of boat spaces next
season, 50 allocation will be on a first-come-firsk-samnved basis,

Hope | will be seaing you out on the water in the final races of the Open
Winter Series and the Chilly Willies, our New Year's Day race.

Not the Commodeore ‘s Laser 2000, but a well-sailed one,
nonetheless. Jayne Lambert and Paul Thorpe carve up-
wind as Jolhn Goudlie crosses afread. Pholo David Hudson

Wil sornan Zailing Clul Mlagngliis

Miracle Autumn Points

Pos  Sail No

AM Fleet
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Lasiey ORrks
Ol Wl
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Fail Musdds
B Hronics:
Preter Hopes

Chis Charmman

Pemar Homar

Martn Smith

Drrviel Hudmor
Paul Rodgar
Chris Walks
Paul huads
Gosin Liwwn
Cheia Chérriman
Crredoen Wallacs

Ben Brocts

Crew

Wi G
dofn ColirgafDavil BookenSrk Nors

dnzhim Hasduun

Baphawe Wickersnge CiemenoePaul Rodgors
ey CharkPlna VWl lm®™ Brpan

ol e Lo

T Biooks
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Torm Brocks
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Miracle Summer Series
Poa Sail Na Helm

AM Fleet
1= ar
Zml i Hia
2t araa
4ih a8
] a7 18
Bn 4rad
™ aF7a
B 63
o] JEE
1tk 130T
Tt 210
121k a
Tith ne
141l 211
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Ind T
Ard T
drn ITEE
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&h aTas
T TEOE
hp aria
Bk 10
18 2l
1ilh 258
121 a8
13th L]
T4tk a0

diartan: Brmih
Sepr Homer
Laimaly Cr¥nurkes
Pl PRudds
CrTira Walls
Cavid Hudson
Faul Rodpers
Bn Brocks
Kanin Moy
Chits Charmima
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Winlis

Prétar’ iy
Cobn Lown
Dular Colings
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Femr Homsr
Madtin Smilk
Paul Rodgers
LasHy LY M
Martin Mooy
Chaval Hud=an
Faid Hiclds
ChnzTino Waka
Chis Chemman
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Caln Lown
Bain Brods
Pabar Hayes

Crew
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Sailing Secretary's Report

Looking back at the season just gone, it has io be one of the moast suc-
cassiil seasons in iving memary in terms of wmouts and all-round
KBEnNess in racing, at least if we use the tarm 'living' loosely. 1t has
baverr) S0 successful indeed, that we've had to augment race box crews
just to keep track of finishers.

Sadly thowgh, we have also seen the last of fleat racing for Wayfarers
in the club, It & not guite clear why, as the boals are pleasant to sail
and score well in club handicap events. Maybe it has someathing to do
with the weight, though the club winch can always be used to aftend o
that

But the handicap fleet series races have seen very strong attendance.
The Fast Handicap has averaged 10 boals, and has got faster, with in-
creasing numbers of RS boats in the higher hundreds (800, 700, &00).
A few years ago, a Lasar 4000 could have hoped to get line honours,
but would have to be very lucky to get them nowadays, while tha
RS4C0's, which boked to be on the verge of Reet status & couple of
years back have all but disappeared - clearly the Medway is oo big for
all that hiking| With the disappearance of the Fireballs - despite their
suitability for the Madway - it has been laft to the Ospreys to uphokd the
syrmmetric kite honours, and indeed if the conditions suit them, they can
still pose a real threat.

Another boat that looked to be approaching fleet status was the Vartex,
but clearly thesa have naot provad difficult enough. Mow we hear that a
plague of Musto Skiffs is about to descend next sesson, therr plots get-
ling in some very necessary secral practice 'somewhere in Kant', Pre-
sumably these boats have been provided by the club antertznment
fund?

The realy growing fleet of 2005, however, has been the Medium
Handicap. Turnouts averaging over 15 have led to overflowing signing
on sheets! While the handicap spread of this fleet is considerably less
than that of the Fast Handicap, the range of boats is more diverse: lots
of hiking singlenanders. Phantarns and Lasers, which tend to parform
well in the Ighler winds, pitted against small two-man trapeze boals
such as Laser 3000's and Buzzes that come into their own as the wind
pipes up, Miche conditions benefit aur very quick Blazes, while the
(almost a) feet of Laser 2000's go pretly wall in all conditions, but
equally are donpmed to be tor the most part etemal handicap brides-
malds: siower than the Phantoms in light airs, slower than the trapeze
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boats in a blow. Mot & probiem il all racas were to count, but if the spe-
cialists can discard their worst seores

50 the Medium Handicap is ripe for splitting. The question that
faces us at season's end is how to do it? Another problem we have s
that there is effectively no racing for siow handicap boats. Mos: peopla
content wilh a PY of over 1100 are happy to enjov fleet racing with the
Miraches (a very important fleet in the club, providing as it does an ex-
cellent siomping ground both for seeking class racing and for
novices seeking to improve), but for the others there's very it compe-
tition to be had.

Two major alternative proposals for addressing these problems have
bean put forward. The first is a simple re-alignment of the handicap
splits, which sees the Fast remain at up to 1000, the Madium shrink to
1001 to 1075, and the Slow include evenything slower than 1075 (thus
including Lasers, Laser 2000's and Wayfarers). This still leaves the
grouping together of quite different typas of boats, however, which gen-
eralty require different typas and lengths of course to provide the most
fun, the bast chance of winning and the aveidance of faligue!

Hence the othier alternative |s to offer three courses esach week of
different lengths: Long, Medium and Short, and to et people chooss
which they sall on a race by race basis, Compatiion would then be for
frophies related to the respective courses, For the sake of administra-
tion, any points scored would count only oward a series iolal for the
course salled. Instead of Fleet Captains, we woull have Course Cap-
tains, and # is [kely that the bond between regulars on the courses
would ba as strong as it cumrently is {or is not) between tha disparate
members of the present handicap fieats.

Wi have experience of this system, of course, In this and last year's
Winter Senes, and there seem to ba no major objections. Initial fears
that course lengths might be distorted by the boats sailing them have
proved groundiess: if you chose 1D 5all a course that's too kang or too
short for you, you chose wiong! End of argument] Clearly, the long
course has o be sailable by boals sliower than the club’s absalute
fastast, and the shorl course more than just a dash to 31 and back, but
at least most people could get the sort of salking they wanted mone of
the timea than at present (il was observed recently that the Medium Fleet
sourse was the same length as the Fast on one occasion!)

S0 much for fieet saries racing. The Leigh Trophy, ofien a cracking
long-distance sail simply ran out of wind and was shortenad down-river.
The South Kent provided everyone with an efficient sail the length of
the river and back, with none of the drama of last year; the fastast boats

Autumn Series
Fast Handbeap Fleet - 24 Entrants

¥

and

RE B0 lam Fradmis

Lagar 4000 Diatéid Pl didele
Lagr Yo & Gmbame Smeih
RE 400 Chets Ashby
Lasar 4000 Palor Cuin
Lasar Vordmt & e Gt

Medburm Handicap Flest - 34 Entrants

3B EEY

Prizniom il Lamgrel|
Lasar 3310 Tory Hunt

Lozer 3000 Sey WinnamGao¥ Lambe
Lasarli David Feapoh

Ba Gary Middbrasadilnug Homar
Lozer Rudual Ju Wichen

Lasar 2000 Jonn Parsors

HKeenioal Jememy Drummand

Bla lan Frcwal

Shaw Handicap Fleet - 3 Entrants

inl Ciarmil Abkan Colng

Il Comet Yersa  Sieve James I' wamham

Ged  Wondemr sbohi Talbof Zzan VWhinaker

Junior Fieet - & Entrants

el Lowk Ao Rodgers/ Thamas KA Tharres KStapsanes Wicken
dnd  Tapper Lieaby bevtwrssninobeos ancon | ofBaasiok

Fed  Laaer 2300 Tom Lamtar Hizols Srith

dth  Topper Wi Lown

Sth  Tooper Harry Coulson

Wayfarer Fleet - € Entrants - the last Wayfarer Series!

I=t  Waafarer Bz Land=Sdan Wik B Wansack!S Pcken® Cammings
Ind  Wawtarar E=an WarmickBran Ward Jim Tybar

AIrd WanTarer John Goude 5 Whokendl Drismmond™ Dasks
dith  \Wastarer Ry Lagpdham (1w Burom!

Gth  Wafarer Ay Hockey F Hatley

Bt Waslarer [T H R Bamurgham

Wilsemizm Sailing Clah Magazme

David BoumaSen PosienSmos
Corsmay

Baisarl Masm

fé#e Smih
Bangs Rilkey

Suganng Hal T id Soume
Gl L amibardl o Whcion
Bhsor VWiliarms

Crarndina A anaar

B Dunmall
lan Do erecesd fliwesd Dvirrorraned

47
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Late Summer Series s pn o e o
Fast Hancicap Fleet - 22 Entrants
st RS 400 Chrie Ashbs ki SmiluTrdd Bouma B2 W0
Ind  Lorerd000  Doviel Masan Stuan Moo W ir
dd Dsprey Tien Hift P Healho T K% Rdges®™ Lovell Panis 940 18
&n RE 8D lan P Gaimime S Simon Canemy [ w -
- S Lanerd0  Aleweid Poteckan Pk hed Meicalls 508 E
fih  Laserd0} Puier Cumi Eanga Rikey B a1
Medium Handicap Fleet - 38 Entrants took around teo hours, and even the
T Phamiem  Hek Lamgosil 1047 ;] Miracles were back in three and a half
; hiaurs, despite having the worst (least)
Ind Loser3000  Tong Himn Siaicse Hall 130 1% of the wind
* 3n 2000 Roy Wennili t=eoif Lamba cas 44
ey i i The Three Race Regatta was a
&h  Kesinl L Byris: Jani DrumiindiDarek Cummings e 44 eracker, wilh a well-laid straightfor-
B Hiasie dareemy Oummerd | DrammendiB Sumening T Crliiey e 47 ward course sailed in a wind that was
. i st within the top and of the descrip-
Sh Lo Dawd Feswpzh A P WilliaeTe g ] 40 1||:||-| Dr 'ﬂl'alﬂhfﬁ:l"p'l'al'd' i |l.':||:5 af fun
Tih Laser W00 Dawd Velemman  Sisn Sprot MmE 54 without too many spills, thus.
Bih  Loser 2000 X Lembert Paul Thorea 1080 B The Medway Dinghy Regatta proved to ba a vanied affalr, windwise,
g - s W09 with no particular boats favoured in all races, which kept the resulis
open to the last In most feets, Meanwhile, our premier event, the
Janlor Fisst: « B Entranis oocasionally 4 - whal more could you want?
15t Toppar b L ik 12900 2 The Pursuit Races - for there ware two this year, both on Bank Holiday
Mandays - go fram strength to strength, with 22 boats in the Iatier
e e Clearly the top-secret persanal and boat handicapping system is daing
I Topper Martn Lown 1w . & stuff to make he racing both close and unpredictablal
4 Lark Alex Rogem Texrs Kt LR Unforiunately, the Laying Up Cup was plaguad with winds as blustery
S Laser Had  Biaphedes Wicksn 1M A7 as they were sbsani for tha lce Breaker, whila the Commodore's Se-
o ries ran into unforeseen raca management problems which hopefulty
Wiayfarer Fieat - 4 Entrants are now sobed with lots of cosseting for the RO's.
10 ek f:;lr‘;wnl.-:h.- Jim TylecBriar WirsickBnhbe Bamedl 1083 [ Tha resl diﬂﬂﬂpﬂ#ﬂﬂ'lEl'll WaE hﬁil‘hg the Inter-Club Chaﬁmpe 0 MYC,
. . . largety due o a poor turnout of our boats. Fortunately, those that did
Zad Wb Bran Ward it TytsrWinan Lamh 1039 12 » 5 : 7
A by mi . gail were treated 1o two good races, and & mixed t=am won the quiz!
I Wy Jehn Goudie Maita| Lagonder 1658 " Sae youl in the chmr Willies and the Hog Freezer (provided the wind-

dth  Wastarar  Roy Lapthom Dawid Bureet iea 9 chill Is less than [ast vear's Freezer!)




& Wilssnian Sailing Club Magarine

A new boat hire arrangement has been introduced which is aimed at
new members who want a boat 1o sail while they are searching for a
boat to buy or have not yet decided what boat to get,

Specific boats are available for 3 month hire at £100 per session with
£40 refund when the boat 5 relurned inthe same condition as hired,
Boats available are a Lark, a Waylarer and a Laser, Only one session
of 3 months can be bookead by any one member 30 as 1o allow another
nesy member io hire a boat.

The fallowing conditions will spplhy.

1. The club has the boats insured for third party cover only and
thi hirer will ba respensible for replacament of damaged parts
that have cccurred other than falr wear and tear,

2. If the boatis not used on a regular basis during the three
maznihs the committee will reserve the right to shoren the hire
term afier consulling the hirer if there are members wailing 1o
.

3. The club boais can only be used when the club I3 open Le. Sal-
urday and Sunday, Wednesday evenings when summer racing
iz organised.

4. As part of sailing courses (Salurdays and some bank holiday
Mondays) the club Wayfarer and Lark may be required for use
an such courses and notice of these will be displayed on the
notice boand.

5. The sais musl be either kept in the boats or in lockers, as ad-
vised by Geoff Lambert or Paul Thorpe.

If you are a new mamber and would like to make use of this faciity,
please see Paul Thorpe or Geoll Lambert,

One Lavk, Wayfarer and Laser plus 2 Toppers will still always be avall-
able for single day hire by any club member. Currenl rates ane £5 per
single hander and £10 per doubls handar.

Early Summer Series

Fast Handicap Fleat - 29 Entrants

e RSO0
2nd Laser 4000
ad AS B3
&fh Laser 4000
Sih - Ciepmy

Bt A5 B3

Chns Astby

Sheraan Fobameem

Vi P

Postar Gud

Jormthan Ongoed Tim K

Simon Corveerpllan Pasris

Medium H¢ Fleet - 36 Entranks

1al  Fhaskom

ind  Phaniom

Phantcm

Lagar 3000

Lasar 2000

Lasar 2000

E # 8 & & ¥

Kgstre]

Fh  Lozar Radial
Junjar Fleel - 7
18l Tepper
&l Lasar 3000
I3 Mroe
Waytarer Fleet -
1= Waylamer
2 Wanfarer

Il Wndame

Pani Lamarnl

Brizr Ry

Fdsicolim Levay

Tisg Higarri

Jehin Pamons

| FoswnlTs Mo wocad @il Groog

Foy Wineait

Bt Dutinn

Gendin Beluber
Entrants
Sraphanis Wikeke
Towm Larmibaza®
Aiex Rogers

4 Entrants
Bran Wad

Jshn Geudie

Mizk Farfnn-Smit

Wilserue Smimg Clud Magazne

Pelike= SminDanid Borames
R WorcHie

Qeahame Smilk

Sonja Filkey

il Bleathar

Sam Pracior

Sugarry Hal
Brysn Dyunmall
Carliian b ke
G Lambw

Jane Durmerandiek
Faneon-Smih

Ml Brral

Thoreas KiR

Jim Tkt

IMamal Lanondar

BB BB

B

1y

107

1847

L]

1089

1606

12B%

1238

110

1280

18340

1178

1099
1059
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Pursuit Races - Aygregate Resuits

The winner of the aggregate results for Pursuit Races 1 & 2 was Brian
Reave's Phantorm, who but for his agonizingly slow ol in 0 windward in
Race 2 might have won both races. He now has the honour 10 be the
keeper for a year of the notorious 'Dutch Trophy' - the rophy the club's
engraver refused to touch|

Below are listed only the first six boats, which conbested both races.

Poa. DBeat Halm Crow B1 R2 A
121  Phanfom  Brian Reevs 1 3 i
Znd  Miracls Petar Mornar Adriar Barmes B T 15
Ird Laser4000 Senla Rlley Pater Cun 3 14 W
4th  Afmacle Paul Nudds 1 B 8
Eth  Mraclw Lesiey (' Rowrke  Chee Wallie (o Wisken 12 g H
Gth Lasar 2000 Andy Hockey ! Biryory | Kathy Evans 5 18 53
Mik Antonsdes

?‘he M:rm:res tnad samammg different far their Winter
Cruize... Photo: David Hudson (and Paul Nudds)
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Winter Work Parties
Il please note in your diary now I

As previously, members have been allocated to work partias according
Lo the indial [eliers of thelr surmmames.

Date SURNAME
07-Jan (Saturday) A-C
D8-Jan {Sunday) D-G
14-Jan {Saturday) H-L
22-Jan [Sunday) M-P
05-Feb [Sunday) R-5
11-Feb [Saturday) T-Z

Allwork parties stard at 0950,

If you are unable 1o make it on your allotted date, please select an-
other and advise Roy Winnett immediatery.

When you arrive at a work party, please ensure that your name is
noted down. It is essential that we keep accurate records or you
might be recorded as a defaulier!

Membership renswals are strictly due on 1st January, but the deadline
for normal renewal is 31st January.

As for the fast two yaars, there will be a panalty of £10 for those re-
nawing after ihe deadline, which penally incresses an 15t March by
£20, Le. £30 extra in total. The main reason is not b raise mone
money but to encourage evarybody to rensw on time, and that's impor-
tant not merely 1o meke fhe Treasurer's job easier, though considering
she's only doing the job out of the kindness of her heart, that's not a
bad reason. No, your selfish reason for renewing early is that the Sail-
ing Programme can only be sent out to you whan eseryone has re-
newed and the duty list has been compiled.

Best just send the form off as soon as you receive it!
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Pursuit Race 2

Maybe it was a sign of the mounting populanty of pursull races in the
ciuby, or pernaps it was just ihe sunny August Bank Holiday weather, but
< boats was a good furnout for @ Monday.

Linfortunately, as the time of the first start approsched, the wind was
hovering betwaen displacerment and marginal planing condiions. The
R0 opted for the kess exiremaly corrected marginal planing set of hand-
¥ icaps and, of course, the wind proceaded o die away o the detiiment
of ihe faster boals, Nonathaless, the finsh for many boals was close,

For much of the race the Miracles held sway, with Lesley O'Rourke
again achewing a good kad wiil the mekle wind left her. Winming
knoked (o be a three-way affair tl Brian Reswe capsized in a Force 0
hole, leaving the Wayfarer and Laser 2000 to finish a boat-length apart.

Ist  VWagfaier Biriam Lamsh Briar Wearaick 0000
2hf  Laasr 2000 Lipri Lamibgn Paul Thapg Do:02
¥d  Fhartom Brian Rigd 0230
2 ah Lassr H0G0 Foy 'WWinnait Grnc ¥ Lormbeect 0X0D
Fax: 01634 T22326 E-Mal: ratescaveukgyvaho.co.
" SO Bh  ChisWaylmr  Andy Hockey Falic & Lincy Hockiey 0400
www. PiralesCave.co.uk Bh  Lasar Radal Pater hdonera M 04:10
. Th  Mimche Peter Hor Adriam Ba 055
Main Agents for: Halt Dinghy Fittings ' i e
Int i | Paints Bt Mimch Paul Nudds 0820
Blakss Paints oh  Mimcle Lesiey ORoue Ja Wicken 0541
Wesi System fith B Mnrk Hasthar Aram Troodvwel| 0G4
and more. . 11h  Lasar Vage Jonamon Schaliald Anres-Mari Vindan oTAT
ak  Conl Madtin Ja R
You will find us at: 12 Northpoint Business Estats 1 o~ il
Enterprise Clase tih  Misck dartin Floay Omer Baragan T
N; hMedway City Estala Tdih  Lassr J00 Sumia Riley Patar Curl o341
Q‘E 4/ naar the entrance to the Medway Turnel T8N Laser 4000 Simenr Aobermaon rdatt Rabemanon e
D Q TG Osprey Pral Hsafr Jan Osgood ek
AMon - Sat gam - Spm 1T aer Reackat Marcel Lagordar 1043
l . Sum 9.30am - 1'30];““ 1B Laser 2000 Mk Saloniadas Kathy Evans 14:585
f @ = % T Wbmeks Casdien Walliza Laah Jhnasn 14:58
]
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Three Race Regatla wosui sy roywinnen

Plenty of sunshing and a brisk but warm norh-easterly breaze gave ex-
cellent, though somewhal challenging, conditions for the 30 boats that
miade thair way 1o Pinug Reach, where a short lapping course had been
st All three races were to count, 5o 1o caplure the top places, it was
imparative to complets all races with consistent results.

RO Mark Baw had set a parfect beat from a slart lne rear Finup buoy
b & mark juest undar Damel Forl. From thera # was spinnaker reaches,
firet toward Hoo to a wing mark, and then to a lesward mark dewmadind
of thee startifinish line. [t was clear that ons side of the beat ar the othar
winild be advantzged, bat not many compeditors wens clear &5 1o which
it was [eerfainty not the overall winner, Ed b moreover i presumably
changed with the tide during the regatta, Race 1 started in a Foree 3
with an incoming tide, but as the regaita progressad the wind rose to a
full-cin & il the fide diminished than raversed,

Tony Hunb'Suzanne Hall (Laser 3000) mastered the conditions well 1o
secura a comiorable viclony, with two firsts and a second. Whike a third
and two seventh places for David Vettergreen/Stan Sprol was sufficiand
far runnars-ug spot. The RS B00s had a private batile and both had the
poeasional swirm, but lan Parris/Grahame Smith came out on top in
third place wifh youngsters Siman Corway'Sam Proctor having to settle
for fifth. Similarly, Chris Ashbyiick Smith baat Colin'Lauren Tresdwell
in thair RE 4005 for fourth prize and David/Staart Mason won the con-
test with the ather Laser 4000z for sixth overall,

Doug Homer's campaign ended whan his RSBOD sufferad a damaged
mast in the final race but Peler HomerMartin Mokay redesmed the
tarmily forfunes by winning the Miracle contest for 101 averall place just
two points ahead of Paul‘Alzc Rodgers. New junior member Alexancder
LeGassick (Topper) showed great determination by finishing in all thraa
races for 215t place. Marcal Laponder fought the club Laser through all
thres races anky to discover be'd not sgned on - we all da it once!

15 S0 Teny Hund Hiranne sl d
Ird  Leoor 2000 Dovid Vetiergreen Shan Spral 7
ana RS &0 Lo P Graname Smih 9
4th  REL0 Cher Bahby Mk Smith b}
Sth RS &0 e o Sarn Pesbod T4
Eih Laser 000 Darsid Mason Sitiat Flarom it |
T B o5 Wi d ko Carcing &g de 1)

Bih RE 440 Calim Trandssdi Lawmnn Tuonn thascdl ar
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Tne Junior fleet organised & sponsored sail for Children in Need on
12th of November, The challenge was 10 complete as many laps as
possible between 30 and 32 aided by the race officer keeping a close
walch cn the tide and failing wind. They day was well supported with
many pedges, elght boats ook part and hot dogs ware handed out by
<ot in the patrol boat, while those on shore got stuck inlo some
chunks of cake, We had twenty seven visibors o the club and raksed
about £300 at the last count. Many thanks for the support for such a
worthy causa, The winners of the saratch cards ware Christine Brdges
and lan Parris £5 each. We will update everyone with the final tolal as
00N & possible, Jayne and | would like to thank the club members
that gave up their imé to cover the duties for the event, some giving up
salfing at an open masting,

Paul Thorpe and, Jayne Lombert

Class Act

Those who, despile years of haranguing with siories about how class
associalions help presenve second-hend boal prices elc., sill need con-
vincing of their value, hera's anather reasan,

ktembers of the Laser 2000 CA, casually parusing the eBay web-site as
you do, came agross an L2k for saks and ater checking the number
against their records thought, ‘Hang on, that's Chariie's boat!' (or words
to thal effect). Furious e-malling between tharn, Charlie and eBay later,
and ‘persons’ waie arrasted and the bost was resiored b its owner..,

Save Gash and the Planet!

Since most of us occasionally nead & new toliey tyre, vou might ke o
know that Millorook’s Garden Cantre at Northfieet (and presumably
other garden cenires) sell ‘wheelbarrow byres” identical to those on our
launching trolleys for £11.85. True, Towsure only charge £10.99 for a
whaole whesl, but want a further £9 for pSp! Moreaver changing the tyre
is pretty much as easy as changing a bike tyre o long as you have sull-
able levers, and you save tha planet to the tune of 2 wasted hub 1o
boot,
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The Miracie Cruise, at Queenborough

T '

Photo Amdrew Clarhe
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The Laying-Up Cup saw a very blustery Southery wind, which was suf-
ficient 1D put off a large number of the regular racers. Mayba they were
fesding a bit wom out after a long season?

lan Fowwell grasped the moment, however, laking full advantage of the
wirle wings of the Blaze o power both ways along Gillingham Raach
while athers sought vainly for a neach on which 1o use their kites

The course had stngs in head and tail, a5 some grounded al HNWG
just after the start, accounting very finally for Stewart Robenson’s Laser
4000 when the daggerboard shattered. Then ioward the finish, following
a port rounding of 21, competitors had to lelch up o a club buay in the
l=a of the land and reach back to the club line through a seres of wind
holes, leading to some dramatic changes of position and the delight of
thosa on the balcony, who were congratulating themsalves on their de-
cigion not to saill When will we laam where to put the club buoy for the
best sailing?

Class Halm Crew Fes
Blire tnn Fowwell 1
RS 800 lan Pars Sadni Piaghi I
Lasar 4000 Dol Meawgon Shaar Mason 1
Lanar Yo A [ = R ] 4
Lisir Yoites & Tiomy Goulson 4
Lasar Vo Fivl Bz ]
Wmoke Pl Rocgers. T Wt 7
‘Waytamr Johin Goudig Paul Darsis i
Lawner 0] Jonadnan Soholiedt Anwrerremne YWhatan ]
REIT0 Lewy Hunther Lava Al 10
Mlirncie e Wiailin M Brsum T
L Mschal "Haros Laporcer 1z
Lager Vemas & Pl Gerwer 13
Laser 000 5k Arhonades Rty Seall 4
Toapar Fipphani Waken 15
Laerr 4104 Bter Curd S by k=
Wgfamr Sk Lamix Brimn Warsick D
Toppar Py L (Rnei o DmE
Laser &1 Eierasail Rtkaitson Richard Meicatie DF
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Commodore’s Series 2009

This year's Commadora's was fraughl with controversy, with ane af the
five races abandonad afier a daly laying a mark and thus starting, led
o boats grounding al Hoo Green 1 as they ran out of ide. Al least ona
of the athar races wasn’l exacihy what the Committee had i mind wihen
devising the formal either

5o, to help things along for next vear, a fow chan of guidenes for
Commodore’s RO's has been devised. and the RO's burden eased by
resquiring that moening scratch racers fime themseives if they're inter-
ested - planning and preparing for a Commodore's Racea is particularty
damanding and the RO needs all the thinking space he can get...

Pas  Clas Helm Crew Ps  Ruxe
15l REBCO Kl Aalvoy R &Ean'D Hamaeil Pome 5 3
2 Waidanes Baan Lavk Birlasn Wawich 3 3
I REELD Anidy Pickra Mk Lot [+ |
&lfy Lssar 3000 Tany Hurm D Bouma's Haltw Dar 13 a
Sih  Lasardbdd Devitd Mazon Shuiar Maznn i b 1
Blh  Lasar 5000 Johin Tinane Steve Tinnams Fox 3
Tih  Lasar 3630 Pator Cur Zenjs Riley I8 5
Hih Lpsar 2000 Bwewarl Aokl Pl RodwersorRachare Maloall el |
Bih Lasar 2000 Ry Wirwalt dohn FarsorddGec] Lambert w |
toth  Laser Rodial Peter Moncrele 5 3
Tith Mok Crns Waliz e Tompkna'king Wik Fel F
12th  Pharbom Meicolm Leyey = 3
1ith  Laesr Cizrelern Slacbur Bl z
14t RO E0D Shra &srby Sk Bmuth [ 2
18 Hurr 15 Ml i Camins Aaneniat 2] 1
TEh Heensl Boky Disttan Pawar Sood 1] z
1T Mimcle Dravict Hundain dashin Hinkzon M 2
T8 Laser 4300 Saphen MeCann J Smits 55 F 4
1 Laser Varex B Ml Gosar ar 4
20y s Cuphom Jankinean 04 2
FAL (S~ ] SEman Cemeay Sam Procia 10 z
221 Pranlnm Rk Faninn-Samii 1y 2
23 Lagarll Diavrkd Fanach Allson Wilams 114 2
28 Nrack Toam lambariPRies Heyes Mannoirer 122 2
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Weinesiday Evenings 2009

Faoliowing on fram last years sutcess, this year proved bigger and bat-
ler

. €1 boats enterad one or more racas (2004: &4).

. 8 boats scored in nine OF More races fof maximum points,
. There weare 238 ‘hoat-starts’ (2004 154)

* The average turnoul was 14

N The highest lemout was 231

We |osi thres races fo winds that simply faded away, and one wheoe i
was blowing too hard. Ctherwise, winds were prefty good, with plenty of
rapezing going on: ndeed the Editor had his windiest race of ihe sea-
50N one evening - the course three-sail-reached through Hoo Creek,
and the sudden recollection that there is a submearged iskand
‘somewhiera’ by tha entrance sharpenad tha mind considerably. ..

Wieve hopefully learmt 1o book oul for sea breezes thal might die when
satting courses, but 1o deal with those occasions when we get it wrong,
we set a time-imit for the first boat of 19:45, and 20:30 for the last
boat. This maans you can get a tow home at a sersible time rather
than staying out all night trying for a finish.

Duties were a problem, however, Despite the very weloome assis-
tance of Terry Eaglestone, who drove the safely boal avery thind week,
miost waeks saw & ciff-hanger &5 the emargence of a duby erew was
awaled. Some boats” crews did more than thelr share, others less [they
know wha they arel). To be fair, there ware no guidelises as to what
was reasonable.

Looking at the number of duties 1o be performed ard the number of
boats salling, it's clear that things would run smoathiy if evervibody en-
sured that they had done one duty for every thres races they sailed.

Less clear is what to do about opaning and [ocking up the club facilties
After lwe seasons, the present kesper of the keys' has had endugh of
affectively acting as COD every Wednesday and won't be doing & for a
third year, Any deas?

One other thing we still have to achiawe the shifing of commites mest-
mge frorm Wednasdays from May o July to parmit the bar to be open
every week!
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Al this time lasl vear we asked you for your views on club prizes, and
simce than the Sailing Commitlee has bean racking is brains to come
up with an alternative ta the glasses that have been dished out far
MANY YBArS NowW.

They considered special boat stickers and rejected them. Thay consid-
ered tacky but pricey litthe frophies fit only for bin or lofi. They consid-
erad spacial winners' clothing, but were unable o sae how It would be
possible to order the comect numbers, styles and sizes 1o suil all prize-
winners.

They akso ook on board thal many people like keap-sake prizas, which
act as & recand of their achievements over the YR

So, whal wa've ended up with are certificates and vouchers for club
clothing.

The cetificates serve perfectly as msults ecords, sinee they carmy
mare information than could be fitted on the glassware. They also take
up less house-room, and can azzily be lled away.

With 50 many people buying club clothing wilh their vouchers, the slock
is likely to be more up-to-date, and there should be morae choice - even
for our fashion-conscious eenagers!

Soma of vou will be surprised 10 be receiving prizes this vear, as you
won't necessarily have finished high up in the results. This is because
the proposal much heralided in these pages has finally been imple-
mented: prizes are not only being provided for winning series overall,
but also for being first in your category of boat.

This is in recognition of the long-accepted facl that although the
Portsmouth Yardstick system tells us how bosats perform relative o
each other on average, differant conditions suit different boats, and the
Medway provides a pretty exceptional set of conditions. Likawsae, the
winds may be stronger of weaker than average over & senes, 3o, for
example,  you salad a new skiff 2tyle of boat and the winds wers light
and mvolvad bl of non-spinnaker reaches, then frankly wou'd be
siuffed for overall honours. Bul you'll now find yvour reward in recogni-
tion that you were first asymmelric with a trapazs.

Wilernuzan Bashing Clab Nlwminie

This year's Crews' Race took place in the moming belore the Leigh
Trophy, and was won by Brian Wanwick, While Brian is undoubledly a
regular crew and thoroughly entitied to his win, he B also a heim and
former boat owner in his own right, so that Alec Rodgers can congralu-
late himself on being first of the novice helms - a fine parformance in
hia fathar Paul's Miracls,

Fes  Class Hehm Grew By
15l Waplamr  Brian Wareick Bwiani Lanb [r=
Zrd Mincls Mne A=dgam Pard Ancgers 1174
iy  RS200 L S Luty Heathar 1953
A Laeer 4000 MaBhew Robedson Sitervar| Fioberison ik
Sth Lasar i Adzon Villames [hadeel Fanach 1oas
Gith  Later il  Jaeice S Sieeen MoCann il
Evening Rac
Pos  Class Eml Ma Helm Graw
1 RE 200 a7z Mark Heathar Dhanigy Hama
z RS 400 ] Gl skl Mick Smit
3 Féaylanr 102401 Brian Lamb Brign Wawaok
4 Oepray 555 P beaihor fdarkerin Linniay
5 35 200 T Caka Tinmdwal Launan Tegckeel
& Leser Radia 133385 o Wificken
T #eara! 1510 igremsy Brusmand Sanm Chumimand
B iraole i Pl Fodgans Mg Roaogen
] Wierhea Berpm ] Erarare Sewh
k] chi4 12193 M Irzianeg L kiismrtzn
11 Laser 4000 4305 Pales Cirl iz Ry
12 Lark 2423 Smoff Lamiberd

BHF  Lasar 2000 Z1714 Jane Loymdier Paul Thorpss
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e[ s David Hodson Jerkin FHudann WAL i b
Ind 05 Friar Hornar Dauid Broskar WELC B —
and e Goli Lawn Wi Lown WEC B
dth 378 Losley O Aoide Angio Ciemarce WEG ]
Eth ZEm Paul Rogens Alec Rogars WEL i
Etfi ITie Ming Walls Hicolo Bram WAL B ¥

Prier Hayes Sarmoe | Hapsa Wig 23

l.ﬂhlil Trophy '

This year's long distance trophy race was plagued with light winds, so
that many competitors wers deterred before the start. Indeed, the wind
faded such that the course was eventually shortened at Otterham Fair-
way Buoy, ending the battls batwean Lucy Haathar and Laura Alldis'
RS20 and the Brians’ Waylarar, while a clusier of other RS's rued the
large, but finally redundant, planing surfaces of thelr hulls.
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You can't get flatter. Doug Horner lakes his RSE00 upwind.
Photo: Dawid Hudson

Miracle Fieet Report

The Nationals
215t July to 4" August

Looking cut the window at the blizzard this evening it doesn’t seem pos-
sible that only four months ago we were sailing in the warm seas of
Torbay and the beautiful setting of Brixham Harbour. Neverheess my
memornies of Srixham sailing club and the warm receplion we recaived
from the club members will stay with me for a long time.,

As | racall WESC enterad sawaen boats, which s nota bad turnowut Gon-
sidering the distance invobleed, Near on forty boats lumed out every
race and whilst the racing was competitive it was all very friendly with
plenty of help afierward in the dinghy park - and some of us needed it
believe mel The buddy gystem worked wall for some but a lucky first
race meant | was giving advics to a helm who Bast ma m avany rees
thereafter

Arnyway, (he weather was great and the sailing brilianl. The race organs
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isers ware so profassional and worked extremely hard to make sune ev-
enything went just right. Young trolkey-doliies ware a welcome sight
bringing owr aders down at the end of each race, nearly as welcome
as the pasties and sausage rolls in the dinghy park couriesy of the club,
No need o wormy aboul getting fat though, the climb up from the dinghy
park to the club house made sure of that.

Free Miracle T-shirts for the helms (sponsored by Gill) was a splendid
idza, 5o congratulations to the organisers again.

Brixham itself was a delghtful place we thoughl, and we found the lo-
cals to be very friendly and halpful,

S0 in conclusion, althowugh none of the Willies were in the 1op rankings
we did have a lovely time. Pater Horner and Martin Lown wara our
champions caming 17" ovarall. Tina Wallis and Peter Clark came sec-
and in the youths race whilst Peter and Ben Codiings wera awarded the
Endeavour Trophy for their determination and good spirit - their beam-
ing smiles said it all really,

Fleet Evening

A date has not been set for the Fleet Evening as vel but pleass keep an
eye on he notice board and waich out for an e.mad n your in ray.

And naminetiors for Fleet Caplain are welcome a= abways,

Future Events for your diary

22n0-2%rd Agpril Maorth Lincs - Puddleduck.
Bih-Tth May South Shields - Morth Eastern Areas.
13th-14th May Dedph - Northem's.

1041 1th June Deben - Open Meeting.
17th=18th June Slaunton Harold - Midlands.

15t July Kilington Lake - Open Meeting.
2nd July Teasdale - Cpen Mesating.
15th-16th July Margate - Southerm Areas.
Sih-11th August Bala - NATIONALS

9th-10th Septambar Girton - Open Meeting.
23rd-24th September Draycote - Infands.

Wilsosa Sailing Club Magavine
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Lesley O'Rourke allows herself to be chauffeured by cruise or-
ganizer Pauf Nudds Photo: Andrew Clarke

In total seven Mirackes turned out plus three Wayfarers, aithough we
made it clear ke therm we would not siow down for them to keep up.
Even 50, 8 Wayfarer slill managed to be over the line al the startof a
cruise [Thought we were cruising® Ed.J. The sun was shining and wind
was light and patehy which meant you had to choose the right patch of
water to make prograss, but we evenlually made our destinalion in firme
(2.5 hours) to tie up at the All Tide Landing of Queenbarough Yacht
Clb {thanks guys!l) followed quickly by lunch and some beers al the
Old House at Home an the Quayside [Mice pint or so of Abbott. Ed].

The retum joumey was blassed with more wind and we made faster
progress even though it tumed out to be a beat, the last few miles turn-
ing imo an unofficial race 1o see who could reach the clubhouse first;
sadly 1he tnith was the sarlier beers were making swift progress a real
necessity. A round journey of 10 miles sach way was thoroughly en-
joved by all, and with a growing flieet of 18 Miracles we have more
cruises in the pipeine.
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More Power

It's very difficult trying to write & year-and report, when the year dossn't
seem to have an end. Waell if nat the year then definitely the sailing sea-
son, which seems 1o continue endiessly with jus! a name change for
variation!

From a safety boat aspect it's nice 1o see 5o many dinghies regulary on
tha water, all going in roughly the same direction. | still feel that the
standard of sailing is higher in Wilsonian than any other river-using
cluby, which makes the safety crew's job a lot easier. Long may if con-
tinue

You will have noticed that we have had an almost complete change of
fieet during the year, with only BLUEBIRD surviving out of the: original
four. LEANDER has gone off to better things, WILSONIAN will sharily
be going the same way, both raplaced by PUFFIN which is a recent ac-
quisition from Thames Water; KINGFISHER has becomi KITTIWAKE
and changed from an Avon Sea Rider 10 a Humber Destrover. (If noth-
ing etse it has quietenad the anfi-ficoded chamber faction of the club).
From a baat point of view we are going into 2006 fully equipped with
suitable equipment. However, i should be remembered that to drive
ANY ofthe club's powerboats you must hold fhe appropriate qualifica-
tion. This 5 RYA kevel one (displacement) powerboat cerificate o drive
FUFFIN and RYA Salety Boat cerlificate to drive either of the RIB's or
REDSTART. If you qualified at any other cenire, other than Wilsonian,
you will nead to be checked out befors your name can e entered onto
the list of approved powerboat drivers, This can be arranged at any
time, inchuding lunchiime or prior 10 racing on Sunday's. Plrasa let Tom
Sims or mysell know as soon as possible if vou require 8 check out.

The duty list is set out so that the first name against the boat is the des-
ignated helm. Please, if your name appears as helm, and you do not
have the necessary qualification to do the duty, please let the duty sec-
retary know as soon as possible so that alternative arrangements can
be made. Better still, book yoursall onto & training course and become
qualified. If you hawen't driven a RIB for some tme and feel that you
Could banefit from a refresher course please Bl us know and we'll ar-
range something for you.

Powerboat Team

It has been decided to disband the team with effect frarm the end of this
year. Over the past three years they have caried out sterling work on
behalf of the club, ensunng that we had adequate covarage for all the
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Sunday morning s Fast Handicap start.

David and Jackie Hudsen made certain of victory in the Miracle fleet to
fift the Mirror Magnum Trophy by winning the first three races. A win by
Peter Homer/David Brookear in the final race ensured second prize with
Colin/Martin Lown having bo setile for third

i
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Medway Regatta 2009 vy roy winnent

The SeaBritain 2005 Medway Dinghy Regatta, held over the weakend

2nd and 3rd July, attracied an axcellent entry of 81 boats, including 32
visitors, the biggest eniry for several vears. The event was hosled and
organisad by Wilsonian Sailing Club on behalf of the Medway Yachting
Agzociation and sporsorad by Lasar LK

The weaekend proved b be highly successful, if bar takings were any in-
dication, while the light to moderate bresza with frequent wind shifts
and sirong ebb tide provided compeltifive conditions for the contastants
in e four races (three o counk).

Iniematonal Canoe aces Mark Goodchild and Simon Adlen, dominated
the fast handicap event. Though in race ong, Bemard Shapiay
(Cantender} spoiled thair campaign by winning on corrected time with
Goodehild second and Allen third, Afier thal hiccup Goodchild made
Sure of viclory with twa Nirsts and a second | white Alan secured
runners-up spod with a first and two seconds. The be for third spot was
broken in Shapkey favour with Sust BaileyHannah Packman (Buzz)
fourth. DavidiStuart Mason (Laser 4000 picked up firth prize and also
the prize for first Laser, with Tim KiftPaul Heather (Osprey) sixth,

Thera was a ¢lese contest batween Tony Hunt/David Bourne {Laser
3000}, Neil Lamprell (Fhamtom) and fan Foxwell (Blaze) for the medium
handicap title. Foxwell was leading at the halfway stage but a first for
HuntBoumne was sufficient far them fo retain the Quintet Trophy, a cou-
pie of thirds for Lamprell secured second, while Foxwell was relegated
1o third coverall 2fter & disappointing pair of sixes, Russ Hall (Blaze) won
the tiz with Malcolm Levey (Phantom) for fourth and fifth places with
Roy Winnell'susan Raiser {Laser 2000} awarded sixih prize.

David and Sancra Wison, as in past yvears, dominated tha sioy handi-
cap event winning all four races to hold onto the Medway Regatta Tro-
phy. Three Toppers wenz in the frame for runners-up spot but Jonathan
Hewitt hald off the challenge from Barry Hall (ihird) and Daniel Redrupp
(fourih)

The annual contest between the Waylarers of Richard Stone/Catherine
Gaore and Brian LambMike Smith ended as ususl with Stone/Gone
walking off with the Matkin Trophy with three firsts and Lamb/Smdh
second on aggregate Roger Gibbe/Mick Stawart chipped inwith one
win o sscure thind piriee.

Wikeomiian Sailmp Chob Magaring

mapor events, and on average each mamber doing over twelva duties a
wvear. Some, well, O Tarry, has done so many duties each year that he
virtually had bo ba prised out of the boat o allvw others 1o hawa 3 0Qa.
My heartfelt thanks go out to Terry, Ken Flowerday, lan Gore wino have
been with the team since day one; Kevin Grifiiths who spent two years
with the team and Sue Ralser and Steve Drain who joined the team this
vear. The leam also provided a RIB for three out of the four davs of the
Medwey Keelboat Regatta, at the request of Medway YC.

The team have had 1o put up with a kot, especially from me, and nar-
mally managed to do it without too much complaining. Most of the beam
have now decided that they need more fime to pursue other autiets
(somebody even mentionad sailing), therefore we do not have enough
mearnbers io make the team wable, However, thers is st a nesd for
wvoluntears fo undertake extra felm duties, and i you are interasied
(there are bonusas to anybody who wolunteers, such as a free Inbarmme-
diate Powerboat course for anybody who volunteers to do an exira six
dutles per year] please et a Flag Officar, or Duty Secretary know as
Loon &k passible, preferably hefore Chrisimas.

Training

The club has carriad out six level two powerboal courses; four safety
boat ana infermediate and one advanced courss throughout the year in
addition to sizlean leval hwo assesaments for iske of Sheppey SC and
assisling Medway YT with their training courses. Altheugh | do not have
exact figureg Infrant of me, no cowse 5 run with [ess than three stu-
dents, which make a minimum of fifty six who have gained a powerboat
qualification through Wilsonian's trakning. Well done ta you all, and 5
hig thanks to all the instructors who assisted in making these courses a
success, As bong as there is a cemand for raining we are more thean
happy to lay on the courses.

The club is now authorsed to camy out SRC VHF radio training, and
Dayskipper (Shorebased) training. If you nead training n aiher of these
digciplines please ket Tom or me have your names as quickly as possi-
ble && it should b2 possible to arange something over the winter
riths

For all you sensible souls who have put your boats away for the winber —
& WMerry Christmas and Mew Year — for all you mare durablz souls = I'm
sure we'll meel somewhare on the water in the coming months.

Johw Gove: {i.r.gore@htinternet com)
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Medium Handicap Report

Another saason has rushed by and for the Medium Handicap a very
successful season it has been, with high turnouts and fleets within
fieets incraasing their numbers. The Laser 2000's were given the op-
portunity 1o form & class fieed by taking over the Waylarer stad, but |
think wisaly decided to see whal they achieve over the 2008 saason be-
fore taking that step.

There are some proposals that will be put to the membears at our com-
bined Fieet Evening 3™ December (this may reach you after the event)
regarding how the feets and racing will be struciured next year. With
the growing numbers in the Medium feet we can gither carry on as we
are, move the handicap split o a 3™ handicap grouping 5 formed, Fast:
<1001, Medium; 1001 ta 1075 and Skow; >1075, or we have threg
courses Long, Medivm and Shorl, and people choose each race which
course they want 1o $ail in and results only count in the course done
[Fleel” Captains becoming ‘Course” Caplams. Ed.J. Thers ore as usual
prog and cons 1o all the ideas but it does demonstrale the sucoess of
the club that we can think aboul splitting flests.

Next season | hope to organise a couple of training sessions on Satur-
day afternoons arsund May/Juna time aimed at the less experisncead
within the Neat. One aspect that could be covered is crewing - an impor-
tant but often neglected skill. The training will be done within-fiee!, so
hopefully It shall cover what the trainess require.

As [ have said before the club can always do with mare help in s un-
ning 50 please do not ba backward in coming forward. I vou would like
1o Iry setting the course one weekend or think you may enjoy a higger
roba, lel me know: there is plemty of room.

In this isswe of 37} the season's resulls will be found, and owr congrat-
ulations to gur winners. | also note those that mey not heve won any-
thing bt turnout regularly and slowly but surely improve their sailing
skillz; racing & not just aboul winning.

Last but not keast my thanks o our vice-captain Tany Hunt for fillng in
the gaps when my attendance has not been all | hoped,

Brian Reeve
Phantom 1145
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Wilsonian Grand PriX vy roywinnet

Glorious sunshing, lemperatures in the high 70's and a steady force 2 -
3 norh-easterly attracted an excellent entry of 51 boats for the elub's
premier event, the Grand Prix Opan meeting on Sunday 10th July.
Crafinsura sponsored the event and for & change prizes were awarded
o the awerall winnar and first boat in each calegory

& long course was set with visits fo numsrous Medway Creeks, includ-
ing Hoo, Otterham, Bartiett and South Yantiett. Afer & laborious Doat
downriver against the flsod tide, the competilors wane rewarded with
more wind on the homeward ek and some superb spinnaker reaches.

Richard Smith sailed his BS 700 to parfechon to claim overall winner's
prize and lift the Philip Holmes Memorial Trophy, Sam Proctor leamed
up with lan Parris in his RS 800 and this proved o be a successiul
combiration, taking ine honours and third place on handicap, just 5
zeconcs sdrift of Goodehild, and awarded the prize for first hyo-person
trapeze boat with asymmetrical spinnaker. Brian Lamb/Brian Warwick's
Wayfarer had a brilliant start and was left unchalenged by ihe other five
Wayfarars 1o secure the prize for first two-person sitting out boat with
symmetric spinnaker. Grahame Smith won the contest with the six Vor-
tices by a clear margin and the prize for first single-handed boat with
trapeze and asymmetric spinnaser. lan Foxwell (Blaze) picked up the
prize for first single-handed sitting-out boat without trapesze, whils Tim
Kiftdartin Jones (Osprey) was awarded the prize lor first two-man boat
with trapaze and symmeatnc spinnaker, Dave YVattargresen/Stan Sprol

i Lasar 2000} and Andy Hockey/Bryony Sharpen (Enlerprise) received
prizes for first iwo-person boats with asymmetric and without spinnaker.

181 RS 7ol Riched Smith WSL 002 06
2nd  Inll Canece Mark Goedehild MY C OZ03
I ES A tan Pamis Ham Practor WS O0F 0526
ath 3000 Tory Hunl Suzanne Hal WeEE 020605
Eth  Lasar5000  J Thrams 5 Tinnams WL 020655
g Laserd000  Danid Masan Seusr Mason WaC 021013
fn Wayfarar Birran Lamb Buian Waralk WSE 02 10z
Ben  LamacdD)  Stewar Rcberlson  Matthew Robedeon WaE 021108
Eih  Wortex Asym  Grahame Smith WaL 021108
10th Baze I Fomwed WEC 021317

11th  Osprey Tim Kid Botiartins s WSLE Ox1228
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A variety of

classes have f
been making the —
Editor's life hard i

in the Medivm
Fleat this year.
Hestrels we've
featured befora,
but Buzzes have
also been popi-
lar. Caroling
doesnt always
aim straight at
the buoys...

while Amanda and Martin have bean
coming steadily to grps with theirs.

 Phantoms, like Mark Bew's,
abowve, have always been
= m-u'gl'l to beat and ars now

; ,-_I.'" have been mutterings about
- fleet status. Likewise for
the Laser 2000's, here Nik
~ and Catherine's shown left;
 the L2k's have had average
= - lurowts of 3.5, 56t 1o nise
. nextyear with more boats
. ;_--."‘I on the way.
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WHY Optimist £19+ Topper £19+
PAY Mirror  £19+ Picg  £19+

MORE Miracle £24+ Grad £24+

. Entrprse £24+ GP14 £24+

Wayfarer £24+ 420 E32+

Solo 32+ Topaz £32+

RS400 ES4+ Fireball £B5+

www.newtoncrum.com

Newton Crum Insurance 01702 710041
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The Metdway Prison HulKs by paul Nudas -

Curing the reign of Ellzabeth |, the sentence of fransportation began o
be used as the mos! severe punshment available to the law below the
death penally. Thousands of people were sent over io the American
colonies,, With the end of the American War of Independancs in 1776,
this stopped and a crisis developed in the English penal system,

It was parlly sohad by hausing many convicled criminals sentenced o
herd ebour on egeing warships, which could be anchored near the site
of work. During the Napoleonic wars, their numbers grew to 8ccomimo-
date prisoners of war end spread o other rivers and esiuaries, making
them one of the features of life in ihe Medway Towns Tor many vears.

The endrmous numbers of prisoners of war brought to this country be-
tween 17893 and 1815 called info sendce maore than 80 hulks, Sarma of
thie most notonous were moarsd off Chatham, Rochester and Shesr-
ness, such as the Brunswick, where 460 prisoners were crowded al
night into a deck measuring 125 x 40 feet and with a cailing aniv 4 feet
10 inches high

Despite these condifions, some prisoners spant thair long days making
Uiwie it exbraordinany decorative objacis out of bone, straw and hair
These they ol to local people and vistors and some of their efforts -
inchuding spectacular ship models - are on display at the towns Guild-

hall Museum v

A5 B man-gi-war HAME Balierophon distinguished nersedf in tha first van
ol Nelson's fleet &t Trafzigar. When decommissioned she was
retrofited and pul into service as a hulk for "oy convicls” at Sheser-
ness The boys, some of them not more than eleven years of age, were
soon moved 10a smaller (less suitable) vessel. Bellerophon took adult
convicis aboard, many of wihom went ashore each day o work on
Shearness harbour projecis. Bellerophon continuad as a prison hulk at
Sheerness for nine years, usually having aboard about 480 convicts.

After the end of the war, hulks rermainad on fhe Medway. housing civil-
20 prisoners, It & a Medway hulk from which Magwitch escapes in
Charles Dickens' Greal Expectations which & described in the book as
Ivireg “out a itk way froem the mud of ke shore, like s wicked Noah's
ark.”

The last of the English priscn hulks was destrovad by fire st Woolwich
in 1857, on 14 July - Bastile Day.
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. tirough even fan & Grahame aren 't perfect...

- — “ sevaral boat
ﬁ lengths, feed the

- power on by easing
up on the helm,
Teo much heel
means, decregse
the: rate of turn, it's
a gentle thing, & bit
like a car on the
mMolorway — no gud-
T den steering move-
ments. When the
sroeleration de-

cregses that's the time whan
the crewr can come in and
stan hoisting the kie,

Next time
Oh yes, [ forgot aboul hoisting

TL .

L \\ kites - that'll have to walt o
A next fime, Bul just o whet

your appetie, these boatls

have kiles which more than

 double their sail ares,

Whilst | prepare for the: nex
magazing you might like to
sontemplate the conse-
quences of crossing ahead of
boats like these.

Stewowt
. B1E SN Shnon & Sam.
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[The Last) Wayfarer Fleet Report

Another Summer Season is over with continuing kw
racing turmouts, The result is that | regret to an-
nownce hat ihe Wayfarars have now lost fieet status
within the club. We will no longer have a separate
start for points racing, with trophies for the Wayiarer
Neel Howeves, | do expect there will be 3 Wayfarer |
fieel for the Medway Regatta provided that there are
enough visitors,

Q. Whnere will we get our racing now?

A. We will join the Medium Fleet in principle, or the approprate fieet for
our typa of boat onge the Salling Commitles has completed is delibera-
tions an the fufure constitution of fizets at the club.

Q. Will we have a Wayfarer fleet evening?

A. Yeos and no. For ongoing saling business, we have been Invited to
tha Medium fleet evening on Saturday 3™ December 2005, This wil
cover prasantation of trophies and future sailing arrangements. | intend
to armange & wake for the Wayferer flest some time in the New Year. to
whilch | will invite our friends from the MYC Wayfarer fieet.

Q. What about the cruisars?

A, Wayfarer Azzociation
cruises wil be arrangad
as before through
UKWA contact, Dier-
Wise CEINY ON 35 you ang |
row except o nate e
WS cruiging guidelines
as thay are pubished |
from time o fme,

Apart from the bad news §
— Happy Sailing!

Johw Gowdie

WaE12 ‘Cathessa’'

fAlso, WSC members
can st ‘guestin Mye  Joln Gﬂu:ﬁ'ﬂ:aﬂs.‘nmm.emkmm il -

Wayfarer racing. Ed] wait a moment, that's the Editor's crew!
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Junior Fleet Report

Junior week August 05, was popular from the start with every place
taken, and some reserves,. The forecast was good with the promise of
sun. Then came along Wednesday, all the adulls were in doubt about
the day's sailing but the juniors said kt's have & go. How right they
were, all had fun ighting with the slements 1o a point where young
Brian Lamb st had o have a go in a Topper!! With a good damonstra-
tion of capsize drill, The patrol boal crews had plenty of lee shore work
ard wirsd against lide handling keeping them on thair toes. There was a
grand display of Laser Vago upside down saling during the week from
a couple of expenenoced Wilsonians much ko fhe delight of the junior
spectators, with an enormous cheer an the first capsize running ints
boredom after tihe shdh,

Ann Heather mace sura the organisation was very slick and all the ju-
niors and parents pass on their compliments and thanks. There was
mich effort put into the week by all the instructorns a very big thanks
frown all us juniors.

The week started with a couple of tents in the car park. The CDO Caolin
Lewwn and his wife Maureen and son Martin thought they would be
camping alone, Paul thought that e and Mum would have a quist week
urder canvas joined by Carol on a week Summer Haliday, Unfou-
nabely Mum gat 2 bit over-excited (not unusual) and went into boy scout
mede, telling everyone of the week's camg ahead, when people said
they hadn'l got tents she even supplied thoss as weall The evenings
passed quickly with silly games, videos, plus a inp to the cinema and a
BEQ.

Tha WFs (Wilsonian Police) patrolled the camp site after curfew, “Pipe

down Paul” and “Shut up i I |

Smith™ tried o keep the

noise kvel o & minimum,

but falled miserably. They'ne
camping at MYC next vear. -
A good fun Bme was had by
all, and we are looking for-
ward to junior week 2006 |

Thanks.

Towt Lountbesrt.

L
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it, but once you hiawe, it
SEEMS 0 obvious. Once
o HTASPE these bosts are
ol as difficul o sail as
= you might sxpect — well
= ot al ordingry wind
L apes)

does it, Simon & Sam...

Bear Away

Consider now the bear sway
gl the windwand mark.

Those of you who have
sailed tha Laser will know the
awiul feating when you "up
the helm® and the boat heels
and siops. With more expe-
rianca you kam o hike hard
a5 you bear dway, and then cne day in strong winds the boat suddendy
shoots away from undemeaath vou and you capsiza o windward.

Mow visualise doing the =ame thing with both crew and helm on the
wire. It is imperative that you do this 2t a nice radius, Firstly you
mustn't bear away (o quickly because as you "up he belim” the powe
comes on hard as the boat accelerates. Then you have o be oh-s0-
carehul mot 1o bear away 100 far, because if you do, that speed wou've
just acguired will owartake the wind — and then suddenly you don’t have
any power at all!

To compound things, these boals have big, mached sails and line
bows, they push their Bows undes if e crew don’ mova Back at the
right moment. Worse still (the 49er dion't seem a5 bad as the RS300
al this mext rick) the boal is actelerating from say T knots 1o 18 ina
couple of boat lengths = that's a bit ike standing on a bus with nothing
Io hang onto = lts wery easy 1o ose a footing. Mo, | forget, the worse
thing & when the helmsman bears eway just a little too fast and the
boat sails off, away from you feet] [ts very hard o keep a fooling in
those circumistances.

=0 what is the technique? Well ©'s a question of radius. Aim o use
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point becausa | haven't got accurste figures to use, however thare are
actually two points | want o make.

One that may have escaped yaur notice |s that our theoretical RS 800
i now doing 12 kn in 10 kn of wind and it is saling downwind. Not like
our example Laser, directly downwind bul on the ather hand it is avak
ling at 3 times the speed)

The second point | wanl o maks is that the power developed by the
5ails is equal 1o the square of the wind speead (frust me). Our theoreti-
cal RS 800 is now experlencing a windspeed of about 15 kn AN
you'll have to trust me) and that develops over two times tha powerof a
10 kn breeze.  Given that our RS 800 is & planing boat vou might be-
lieve ma when | tell you that roughly twice the power gives twice tha
speed so my estimated of 3 speed of 12 kn is very conservative,

Amplified

The really significant point is that should the helmsman hasd up a lintle
there is a very real chance of the boat being overpowered - even in
10kn of wind because the boat's speed i not going to suddenly drog.
50 you get the increased power of an nerease in apparent wind and a
substartial shift forward and we all know what that does when you've
got the kite up; all this with only a small deviation of the helm!

Worse still is a touch too much bearing away by the helmsman, be-
CAUSE In Such a situation the boal suddenly “overtakes” the real wind,
glving & momeantary 0ss of heeling force as the apparent wind dies

when your speed maiches or even exceeds the real wind. QK for qy-
bing bul otherwise disaster.

Now you can see how significant a smaf change of course can be n
boats such as these. In slower bosts the true wind is of grester sgnifi-
cance than the apparent wind - hence a fittle inaccuracy in heading up
or dawn has a small effect on the heeing forces. In these really high

performance boats the apparent wind dominates and small deviations
create large changes in heeling force.

Gently Does It

In slowear boats it is legitimate to suddenly bear away on 8 wave or in a
gust, but in tha boats we have been lalking about the steering has ta be
very carafully applied. t's not the sheats that are used fo control Fese
boats’ haeling forces bul the helm, It & surprising just how careful and
smooth you have 1o be. 'm afrald the only way o understand it is 1o iry
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2006 Junior Diary Dates

Come and be part of the Kent
Team at the NSSA National Yauth
Regatta (four VWitsonian members
ok part al Grafham 2005)

Sunday 23™ July — Friday 28" Juy
2006 at Bassenthwaite in the Lake
At District

- = If you are under 19 on 31.8.06 then

you can jein n. Class racing for

m Toppers, Standard Lasers, Lasar
Radials and Oppies plus a Fast and T —_—
Slow Handicap Fleat.

The programme includes series rac-
Ing phus an all-comers pursuit race.
All participants camp with their
countyaseodiabion team.

Bafore that we have:

o tha KSSA Opening Splash at
Witsonian on Saturday 29th Aprii,

| Ihe W3C Topper, Laser4.7 &
= Radial Opanon 27th May.
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And afterwards:

Z22nd-26th August, WEC Junior
Training VWaek,

Wateh ot fior further infarmation
o the KSSA webs e
Wi kssa co.uk in the Spring




2% Wilsonian Seiling Club Maparine

[Stewart Robertsan will be known to most of you as the bearged £000
saifor wiho joined the club fhis season, Buf Stewart has a lof of previous
EXpEnence oulside af L4k’s, and has willen a 2enes of aricles. Here's
ife firgt, Photcs by David Hiudson]

What's it like sailing the RS 800 & the 43%er?

it's fascinating. it's different and it's not that much ke an B3404,

I thought Sailng the RS B00 and the 49ar would be much the same,
cnly a little faster than an RS 400. | was wrong, thase bosats are 50 dra-
malically faster that they present probbems difficull to anticipate by sail-
ing slower craft,

Performance
Let's gat their paformance in parspective. Take yardsticks &z an ax-
ample. A Wayfarer has a yvardstick of 1089, if you then switch to a
Lazer you get a vardstick of 1078, about a 2% increase in speed. Like-
wise a switch from the Laser to a RS 200 gives about anoiher 5%,

Mow swilch to a 400 and you get a seamiy large increase of 10% and a
yardstick of 952.

Class PY No. | % fastor than Waytarer
But look at the RS 600 | Waydarer 108
and the 48er, a whack- || age 1078 2%
ing 17% or 26% increase oo 1082 2%

over the RS 400. The

400 is a fast boat but tha |RS 400 58 15%
BOC0 and the d8erare in RS 800 B S48
a diffarant leagua. o 50 o
Power

Here & another startiing measwre — power o weight ratio. A WayTaner
has quite a karge spinnaker of 13.5 m® but drags a hull, which weighs in
al 170kg before you put the ng and other bits and pieces onto it — prob-
ably over 230%kg. Probably the most useful measure would be down-
wind sail area agairst all up wesght.

The weights are esfimates on my | Clase | Weight Sall Area

part, excapt for the RS BOD which | [Wayfamr | 230kg ZTm32

jnuwh:n:lﬂ ?h m&m_l1 10kg E|LILEFI Lagsr B0kg Tma
ust ook at the sailareas. Nowon-

dar thase boals are so =5t the RS R5400 | V= el

800 is incredibly light and tha 49er  |RSEID | 110kg H8md

has an outrageous sall area. £8ar 130k H9m32

s
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Well how does this transiate into sailngy Firstly il must be said that "
ihese arg difficult boats o sail. They bath cover the ground 5c fast that
i's akin 1o driving a Ferrar in a car park.

In Your Face

These boats do somedhing which is often talked about but hardly no-
ticeable in slower boats. It is something, which is significant in the RS
400 and 1o 8 lesser extent is imporiant in 8l boats. But n these wery
high performance boats it hits vou in the face (Merally) to such an ax-
fent that vou gain a new insight, Tha effect 'm falking aboul is the
change of apparent wind, with speed. f's a chapge in wind speed and
direction, and thessa boals make whal is sublie in other boats so clear it
brings a new understanding

| will now endeavour to explain. You know the theory — as you go faster
the apparant wind moves forward and mereases in strength.  But con-
sider when you hawve a boat of such power-to-welght ratio, that the in-
erease in apparert wind strenglh increases the speed and this provides
e wind and more speed again. s an accurnulstive effact, mow in
mast ardinary boats this doesn't happen. Most ordinary boals have to
deal with the transifion from displacemant sailing 1o planing. They have
a tard In their speed range where an increase in power does not in-
creasa spead but simply increases waves. A large increase in power
breaks these boats free from deplacemant sailing and they stadt o
plane. RS BO0s and 48ers are always planing {if they're not planing
they're stopped) therafore any increass in power produces an increase
in speed.

Knotted?

I'H try 1o minimise the maths bul kis assume some simple figures, 10
knois of wind gives a theoretical maximam dowrmwind speed of 10
knods. A Laser might just reach 4 knots dowrwind and & kn across
wind. A RS 800 would probably be no faster dead downwind than a
Laser bul &cross the wind, with spinnaker, would probably get up o
about 10 kn. Assuming a beam reach the 800 would therefore experi-
ence an apparent wind of 14.2 kn and this would be 45 degrees off the
o, Mowr that would fesl quite windy and might be too much to carmy
the kite o the helmsman would bear away and the boal would go & lit-
ihe faster say 12 knots,

Maths
| knoww | could bore you with te maths at this point and there is litte




